DeSoto relays face test at annual meet

Track powerhouse
hasn’tlost a step
on boys, girls teams

By RANDY JENNINGS

Special Contributor

Retooling the DeSoto girls
and boys track and field teams,
thus far a giant success, under-
goes its harshest examination
yet this weekend at the 53rd
edition of the Jesuit-Sheaner
Relays.

DeSoto accomplished the
double last May with a girls-
boys sweep of the Class 6A
championships at the UIL state
meet.

Even after numerous con-
tributors graduated, girls coach
June Villers and boys coach
Donald Miller have dipped into
a seemingly bottomless talent
pool to restock.

The meet’s namesake, Herb
Sheaner, said he is impressed
with DeSoto’s ability to rebuild.

“Coach Villers comes up
with top freshmen to replace
top seniors,” said Sheaner, orga-
nizer of the initial Jesuit Relay
in 1964 and still active as a
member of the meets games
committee.

“Coach Miller, in my way of
thinking, takes boys that sat on
the bench last year to replace
graduated seniors, and they are
now running better times than
last year”

Villers' Lady Eagles have
three state crowns and a run-
ner-up finish in the last four
state meets.

DeSoto graduated all four
members of the 2016 girls state
champion 4x100 relay, yet is
ranked in the top five nationally

Athletes to watch Other boys
Athlete School Cl. Notable Name School Cl. Event
Reed Brown SL Carroll Sr.  Won6A 3,200 state title a yearago in state-record 8:50.43. Nicholas Alexander  Sachse Sr. 100/200
Morgan Burks-McGee Rockwall-Heath Sr.  Ranked No. 5 nationally inthe 400. Dorian Andrews Skyline Sr. 10 hurdles
Alyssa Duhart Frisco Heritage So. Capturedthe 5A state title in the 800 (2:13.85) as a freshman. Sergio Armendariz Adamson Jr. 1,600/3,200
Faith Ette Mans. Lake Ridge Jr. State 5A shot put runner-up last season. Cade Bethmann Arl. Martin Sr. 800/1,600
Kaylor Harris Mes. Horn Sr.  Texas Techsigneeis nationally No. 3in the 100 and 100 hurdles. Charles Brockman Plano Sr. 300 hurdles
Jackson Gleeson Mansfield Jr.  6Arunner-upinthe 200 last year is ranked No. 7 nationally. Austin Carbone Rich. Berkner Sr. Sprints
Alyssa Gridiron Frisco Heritage Sr.  Returnsthis seasonto defend her 5A100-meter state title. London Dunn DeSoto Sr. Relays
Jasmine Moore Mans. L. Ridge So. Won 2016 5A long jump state title when she was All-America. QuiVell Jordan DeSoto Sr. 300 hurdles
Darius Prescott DeSoto Sr.  Ranked No. 4 nationally in triple jump (48-7). Alex Maier Flower Mound So. 3,200
Peyton Weissman Grapevine Sr.  5Astate champ pole vaulter, Ole Miss signee is No. 6 nationally. James Manders Frisco Heritage Sr. Pole vault
Fredrick Williams DeSoto Sr. UTEPsigneelong-jumped 24-8.5 and is No. 1 nationally. Caden McDonald Justin Northwest Sr. Discus
Justin Young Wylie East Sr.  West Point signee leads area in 110 hurdles (13.93). Gunnar Murphy Melissa Sr. Shot put
Isaiah Palmer Frisco Liberty Sr 400
. Jalen Seals Boswell Sr. Sprints, jumps
53rd Jesuit-Sheaner  Boys teams to watch Joseph Sheffield Rowlett sr. 100
Relays DeSoto: Defending Class 6A state champion is strong againin all .
When: Friday 3,200 meter run at  threerelays, including a national No.1-ranked 4x400. Other gll‘lS
6:30 p.m.; Saturday field events  Lancaster: Tied for second at 5A state meet last yearand returntwo ~ Name School Cl. Event
begin at 8 a.m., morning running  from victorious 4x400 relay that ranks second in the area. Antoinette Bradley ~ DeSoto Jr. 100 hurdles
session begins at 8:30 a.m. run-  Waxahachie: Building on its tie for second at 2016 5A state, Waxa- London Culbreath McKinney North Fr. 1,600/3,200
ning finals begin at 2:15 p.m. hachie owns the area’s best times in the 4x100 and 4x200 relays. Ester Ekeanyanwu  Allen Jr. 400
Where: Jesuit Prep, 12345 Inwood Ja’Leesa Giles Mansfield Legacy Sr. 100/200
Rd., Dallas . Sarah Graves Rockwall Sr. Pole vault
Admission: $5 adults, $3 students Girls teams to watch Daja Gordon Hampton Prep Sr. Sprints
Information:jsrelays.org DeSoto: A powerhouse program that is once again built around Jordan Hollis Lancaster Sr. 400
three relays that are ranked among the top five nationally. Mackenzie Hayward ~FMMarcus So. Pole vault
KEY DATES McKinney North: Second-best area times in the 4x100 and 4x400 Sharone’Johnson  Plano West Sr. 300 hurdles
March 2.9-Aprill:?0th Clyde Littlefield Texas Relays relays and No. 3 in the 4x200. Jania Martin McKinney North Jr. 200
ﬁﬁﬁl]fzﬂ'ﬁ‘i‘fgg‘iﬁfﬁ.?ﬂg‘éiﬁ'"“ Mesquite Horn: Sixth at 6A state last year, the Lady Jaguars havean ~ KyndalMcKnight FMMarcus Sr. Triple jump
April 28-29: UIL regional meets individual star in Kaylor Harris and feature a 4x100 relay that is Oghale Omakor Cedar Hill it Triplejump
May 5-6: TAPPS state meet, Waco . Quinn Owen FM Marcus Jr. 800
May 11-3: UlL state meet, Austin ranked No.Tnationally. Falyn Reaugh Highland Park Sr. Highjump
Sha’Carri Richardson Carter Jr. 100

in all three relays. Among area
teams, DeSoto is No. 1 in the
4x200 and 4x400 and second to
Mesquite Hornin the 4x100.

The DeSoto boys’ 4x400 re-
lay is ranked No. 1 nationally by
MileSplit.com, having already
posted a time of 3 minutes, 11.52
seconds. The Eagles are ranked
third nationallyinthe4x100 and
seventhinthe4x200.

In 2012, DeSoto established
Jesuit-Sheaner boys record
times that still stand in the
4x100 and 4x200. The meet’s
4x400 relay record time of
3:14.81, set by Paris in 1991, ap-
pearsatrisk.

Waxahachie owns the area’s

best times in the boys 4x100 and
4x200, with DeSoto a close sec-
ond in both followed by Lancas-
ter. In the 4x400, Lancaster is
second to DeSoto.

Nicknamed by some coaches
“Texas Relays North,” the Jesuit-
Sheaner Relays is again loaded
with highly pedigreed athletes.
This year’s entrants include 28
state gold-medal winners and
eight All-American selections.

Over 150 schools from Texas,
Oklahoma and Arkansas will be
represented. That’s just the way
Sheaner, track coach atJesuit for
twodecades, likesit.

Other intriguing confronta-
tions:

B The longest-standing re-
cord in the meet belongs to one
of Jesuit’s own. In 1964 Mike
Madigan won the long jump
with a mark of 24 feet, 5 inches.
That record could be in jeopar-
dy. DeSoto’s Fredrick Williams
hasalready gone 24-8'/>thissea-
son. Marquis Goodwin, who
went on to set the national high
school record in 2009 while
competing for Rowlett, came up
aninch andaquartershortinhis
tryat Madigan’s meet record.

B Nicholas Alexander of
Sachse heads a blistering group
of 100-meter sprinters with a
best time this spring of 10.39.
Roman Turner, a senior at

Wichita Falls Hirschi, ran a
10.43lastweekend. The meetre-
cord is 10.26 set by DaBryan
Blanton of Forneyin 2002.

B The girls 100 contains
three entrants ranked in the top
eight nationally: No. 3 Kaylor
Harris of Mesquite Horn, No. 5
Cecily Edwards of Plano West
and No. 8 Ja'Leesa Giles of
Mansfield Legacy. Harris, No. 3
in the 100 hurdles, will go
against a field that includes No.
10 Antoinette Bradley of De-
Soto.

B Pole vaulter Christian Pat-
terson of Shawnee, Okla., has
cleared 16 feet, 2 inches this

spring. Peyton Weissman of
Grapevine went 16-6 to win the
Class 5A state championship in
2016 and leads the area this sea-
son with a vault of 16-0. The 11-
year-old meet record is 16-8, set
byMidlothian’s Nick Frawley.

B Gabe Oladipo of Fort Bend
Hightower is chasing the state
record in the discus. The Texas
A&M signee recently hit the
207-foot mark. The state record
is 215 feet, 2 inches. The meet re-
cord is 196-10. Area leader Ca-
den McDonald of Justin North-
west will also compete.

Randy Jennings is a freelance
writer basedin Grand Prairie.
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Weather

5-day forecast from the NBC 5
Weather Experts (from left)

Grant Johnston, Samantha Davies,
Brian James, David Finfrock,

Hour-by-hour foreca
S5am. 64 7p.m.
7am. 62 9p.m.
9am. 64 1p.m.
TMam. 69 Saturday

Wind SW 20-30
UV Index: 6. On
a 15-point scale, 6
is high

Pollen forecast:

Rick Mitchell High Trees Morningshgwers/ 1pm. 72 lam. Sunny and Mosjly sunny, Mostly Mostly
Heat Index: 78 storms, windy 3pm. 78 3am. pleasant chafice storm sunny sunny
. High 76 igh 83 High 80 High 80
"5 (— Ozone: Green 9000 54 hour high 80~ 5pm. 80 Sam. Low 52 Low 56 Low 60 Low 58
24-hour low 60 Wind NW 5-10 Wind S 10-20 Wind N 5-10 Wind SE 10-15
nbcdfw.com/weather
DIARY L]
Yesterday’s temperatures TODAY S WEATHER MAP 77777777777 - NATIONAL HlGHS, LOWS & FORECAST
and relative humidity - 20s )w ~£0 0,00 03,00 0" / Yesterday Today Tomorrow
(Recorded at D/FW Int'l Airport) ﬁ Calgary 20 570202020267 0002000002000 /-0 City HI 10 P HI LO F HI LO F
Midnight 69 81% S Seattle 0 S 0500 Albany, N.Y. 37 13 - 43 41 sn 45 30 r
Ta.m. 63 78% Winnipego Albuquerque, N.M. - 69 44 t 67 40 s 72 43 s
2am. 70 70% 40s Anchorage, Alaska 30 8 - 33 13 s 33 17 s
3am. 70 73% 4 Helena 60 Atla_nta 66 51 - 71 56 pc 73 59 pc
Zam. 69 75% 5 - Baltimore 48 25 - 62 51 pc 73 49 pc
5a.m. 66 87% Billings Bangor, Maine 2710 - 3828 sn | 44 13 pc
cam. 66 87y o) Birmingham, Ala. 77 50 - 74 61 pc 72 60 ts
7am 66 87y Bismarck, N.D. 42 31 .20 45 29 pc 56 35 pc
gam 67 84 Bogn B Bah | mwm.
9am 09 7ok Buffalo, Y. 4017 - | 534t | 42 36 r
10am 1 10% Burlington, Vt. 33 3 - 4 32 ¢ 4 17 sf
Llam 74 eLll Casper, Wyo. 50 34 .02 | 55 36 s 59 31 ¢
Noon 78 486‘/’ Charleston, S.C. 65 47 - 73 53 pc 75 57 pc
.M. % arleston, W.Va. - C pC
o — S AR I IaR L
p.m. % icago . C r
3 p.m. 85 30% Cincinnati 60 28 - 68 54 pc 71 55 pc
4p.m. 87 2% (leveland 51 19 - 68 54 ¢ 64 53 r
5p.m. 85 28% Eoloragp Sgg(s, Colo. 2131 ?é - élg %; sn ;2 gél pC
6 p.m. 84 2% olumbia, S.C. - pC pC
7 p.m. Y 3392 Columbus, Ohio 5 24 - 70 55 pc 72 56
8 p.m. 79 37% Concord, N.H. 3515 - 41 35 ¢ 45 26
2 p.m. 6 iy © oAl Ch lest ngvl\?lgines lowa gé ﬁ i Z% 2121 ?sf g% 1318 Ec
T v PP, arleston f ! 4 )
i T n—4 b Jackson| Birmingham  70s Detroit 4 24 - | 67 48 C | B4 44 ¢
acific ) antic airbanks, Alaska -15 . 9 s 6 s
_ Pacifi & S Atlanti Fairbanks, Alask: 13 -15 .03 18 2 18 6
Ocean Ocean St Fargo, N.D. 43 34 23 44 26 pc 50 32 pc
DAILY HIGH A orms Flagstaff, Ariz. 3% 30 76 | 57 26 s | 49 19 pc
,,,,,, Grand Rapids, Mich. 48 23 - 64 41 48 42 ¢
87 at 2:59 p.m. . Snow Halrtford Conn. 38 16 t 45 40 ¢ 51 35 ¢
+Temperatures are forecast estimates. | 4! Helena, Mont. 55 39 - 62 38 pc 53 31 r
2 =1 IE—I Honolulu 8 72 05 | 8 72 pc | 84 73 s
AIR QUALITY Honolulu "%~ Mexico g Miam'b. A\ , l:::l IJndLanapol\I/i_s g; %2 .01 gg ZZ (h (;; 2171 {
ackson, Miss. - S S
B Unhealthy HAWAII @ L} \voy'v Coldfront | Juneay, Alaska 38 27 13 | 41 32 ¢ 4 31 sf
Unheathy forsensve graus i ' an: L o tene| KansasCity, Mo. 80 50 - | 70 47 ts | 59 42 sh
Moderate atlan. © O = & aktationary Knoxville, Tenn. 68 40 - 71 53 ¢ 73 57 «
30 front Las Vegas, Nev. 72 53 01 78 60 pc 72 54 pc
Goad e JENT B > " Lifle Fock Ark. 83 45 - | 71 o7 pc | L0
P 0s Angeles - pc pc
IELIONE S B R
150 . Miam 866 02 | 73 6 sh | 80 6 pe
100 “ y. @AccuWeat(?er.com Milwaukee 45 - | 6239 ¢ | 4540 ¢
at 7:11 p.m. Forecast§ Eliel eI Mpls/St Paul, Minn. 41 36 .02 46 31 r 48 35 ¢
50 ashville, Tenn. . pC S
provided by Nashville, T 72 38 01 7459 73 57t
& AccuWeather Inc. ©2017 New Orlians 83 61 - 80 68 sh 78 67 t?]
o of 5-d tlook ieeal New York 42 23 - 50 48 63 42 s
1718 19 20 21 22 23 Maps depict noon positions of weather systems and A" HoNouRas PUS aybouK;c;s-p-lr\(;w © Oklahoma City 85 56 - 7147 pc 69 46 pc
SOURCE: Texas C y
- 16Xas Lommission on precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day. /05— GUA Omaha, Neb. 76 45 t 67 42 ts 53 39 ¢
Environmental Quality Orlando, Fla. 8l 67 .01 78 60 pc 82 60 pc
Pﬁnls?jc?IaH Fla. 76 64 - 75 66 pc 77 65 ts
Philadelphia 45 24 - 57 51 pc 72 48 pc
HIGHS & LOWS ALLERGENS Phoenix, Ariz. 72 54 13 | 79 56 s 82 56 s
U.S. HIGH Grains per cubic meter INTERNATIONAL FORECAST & HIGHS AND LOWS Pittsburgh 50 18 - 67 54 r 68 55 pc
Presidio, Texas % measured in North Dallas MEXICO CANADA ASIA-PACIFIC Egmgﬂg g/lraeme ég Zlé : é?; fé ?n 1512 ZZS ;fcl
U.S. LOW Various Trees 3556 vh Vesterday ~ Today Vesterday ~ Today Vesterdy ~ Today Providence, R.. 40 18 - 46 41 sh | 53 36 r
Saranac Lake, N, 20 Grass m h City H LO P HI L0 F City HI LO P HI LO F City HI L0 P HI LO F Rapid City, S.D. 63 39 .02 59 31 pc 67 37 pc
Acapulco 89 73 - 86 74 pc Calgary 52 27 - 5429 pc Bangkok 99 81 .04 9380 ¢ Raleigh, N.C. 56 32 - 70 51 pc 74 55 pc
TEXAS HIGH Fungus 3023 I Cancun 82 61 - 84 70 s Edmonton 34 22 02 4326 pc  Befing 52 45 28 4332 v Reno, Nev. 60 31 - 59 41 58 33 ¢
Presidio % Total 6625 Chihuahua 90 59 - 82 13 s Halifax 23 17 01 3330 pc HCMinhGty 91 79 - 9579 pc Richmond, Va. 51 28 - 66 52 76 55 pc
KEY: |1 =medium, h=high, vh=very high Durango 86 56 - 84 39 s Montreal 32 12 - 37.28 sn Hong Kong 7669 .06 75 67 pc Sacramento, Calif. 62 40 - 56 45 r 65 45 pc
TEXAS LOW ¢ F=low, m=medium, h=nigh, Vh=very hig Guadalagjara 88 57 - 89 50 pc  Ottawa 369 - 372 sn Jakarta 86 75 50 8775 ts St. Louis 61 40 11 | 78 58 pc | 69 51 ts
Muleshoe 3 SOURCE: Dr. Jeffery Adelglass; Current reading: Guanajuato 86 48 - 84 53 p Quebec 21 3 - 3221 sn Manila 9% 79 - 9477 s Salt Lake City 43 38 207 | 60 45 pc 51 35 r
For the 48 contiguous states log on to wwiw.entdocs.com Hermosillo 81 61 - 90 55 s Toronto 36 18 - 54 36 r New Delhi 100 66 - 96 66 pc San Diego 66 58 - 67 58 pc 66 56 pc
Mazatlan 82 66 - 79 63 s Vancouver 54 39 02 5241 ¢ Seoul 57 37 - 56 37 pc San Francisco 61 50 - 62 51 r 63 50 pc
Meri_da G- B Winnipeg 39 30 - 36 28 pc gpnagnagphoarle b2 41 03 24 ;'g Santa Fer,]N.f\/I. 70 36 .07 | 6431 pc | 69 35 s
exico ity - pc b Savannah, Ga. 69 53 - 75 56 pc 77 59 pc
For the latestweather updates, visit dallasnews.com. Monterey 83 63 - 9157 s EUROP Siney 75 68 3 B 66 sh | Soaite 530 t | 54 | 5240 g
g Pto.Vallarta 82 62 - 82 62 pc  Amsterdam 55 36 %375 Taipei 7261 19 7462 pC | Shreveport, La 86 60 - 8L 60 ts | 76 52 pc
Saltillo 88 52 - 8347 s  Athens 7250 - J1aLls o Tokyo 5 44 06 5340 0 | Siouy alls 5. 5037 0 | 620 | 8935
Vearwz 84 7L - 8 7Ls Begade A 8080 MIDEAST Spokane, Wash. 47 34 - | 44 36 r | 48 32 sh
; Syracuse, N.Y. 34 12 - 47 36 i 41 32 r
SKY WATCH LATIN AMERICA- ELL(IjSaSpeelzt ?g 28 0 ?g 22 BE Baghdad 74 58 58 68 51 sh %allahastlee, Fla. gg 2% - g% 2[7‘ pc g(g) gg pC
CARIBBEAN Copenhagen 50 30 - 49 37 pc  Beirut 67 59 - 67 55 s ampa, a. : S s
Belize City 8 65 01 8 70 pc  Dublin 46 39 16 49 37 s Dubai 83 66 - 79 72 pc Tucson, Ariz. 68 57 t 75 48 s 83 50 s
Bogota 66 52 08 65 52 ts Frankfurt 59 4] - 60 40 pc  Jerusalem 62 52 .03 60 44 ts Tulsa, Okla. 82 52 - 74 50 ts 67 46 pc
Buenos Aires 81 61 t 79 62 pc  Geneva 58 41 .06 59 43 ¢ Kabul 65 37 - 6dd ¢ Washington, D.C. 48 29 - 65 53 pc | 75 56 pc
(aracas 87 78 08 86 76 ts Helsinki 330 - 3930 s Riyadh 81 67 12 87 67 s Wichita, Kan. 82 52 - 74 45 ts 63 41 pc
. Havana 82 52 - 8159 s Istanbul 58 45 - 59 43 pc  lehran % 50 96 5L 43w P=precipitation, F=Forecast, c=dloudy, pe=partly cloudy, sf=snow flurries, t=trace, i=ice,
New First qtr. Full Last qtr. Kingston 8 75 - 8573 sh Lishon 52 43 35 5647 ts  TelAviv 7055 .02 69 52 p v=rain, sh=showers, s=sunny, ts=thunderstorms, sn=snow
Mar. 27 Rpr. 3 Apr. 11 Apr. 19 Lima 85 73 - 872 pc  London 52 41 32 5641 s
Managua 9 67 - 9570 pc  Madrid 43 30 28 5231 ts AFRICA
Sunrise 7:26 a.m. Friday Nassau 84 60 .05 82 67 sh  Moscow 48 3221 46 25 sh addis Ababa 79 57 22 80 56 pc TEXAS REPORT
n ——_me | R L ROE ST g gux G P RS
Sunrise 7:24am. Saturday RiodeJan. 84 72 - 8570 s Prague 3% - o3 lgaaskaa‘;'a“(a ;g P 19 ;i gg zh Gty HI L0 P HI LO F HI LO F
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. . o . . . . J 1 75 1 2 71 St 46 28 - 44 35 _ i -
Venus is losing its identity. After tonight, it will no SSR Jgsg 84 70 - 84 67 ;c Vigr(maOm 57 36 - 60 36 EE EP&ESE? 1% % 14 lgé ;g EE éggltjlnqont/Pt Arthur gg gg - gg 2; Es( Sg 2; Bc
longer be the “evening star.” Instead, it will be the Sao Paulo 79 63 - 8163 pc  Warsaw 50 37 .08 5230 pc |agos 89 80 .09 9180 ts Brownsville 84 65 - 85 69 pc 89 69 s
“morning star” as it crosses the line between Earth SanSalvador 91 64 - 9165 s Zurich 64 37 .06 62 42 pC Nairobi 8 57 08 8 60 ts Childress 85 55 - 70 42 pc | 7547 s
) T . ; College Station 86 62 - 79 57 ts 79 59 s
and the sun. This crossing is known as inferior con- Corpus Christi 8 67 - 81 63 ts 85 67 D¢
junction, and it happens every 584 days. North Texas Lake Levels FOR THE RECORD TEXAS Dalhart 88 51 - 59 30 r 73 37 s
- by UT McDonald Observatory, 512-471-5285, www.as.utexas.edu/mcdonald/mcdonald.html Feet above sea level Current  Conservation Temperatures Hi L Del Rio 84 64 - 85 54 s 85 58 s
level pool elevation D/Fl\’l\”nl;,l irort 87' 6‘2 Amilo TOMORROW | Denton 84 62 - 81 51 ts | 75 51 s
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@ Uranus 8:21 a.m. b Lavon Lake 489.91 491.4 28in1952 ; )
s Midland/Odessa 83 64 8l 46 s 80 54 s
O Neptune  6:33am. ' Lewisville Lake 52185 5220 Precinitation Paris 84 5 - | 715 ts | 72 50 s
Possum Kingdom Lake ~ 998.91 1000.0 Th pd San Angelo 82 62 - 83 45 s 83 54 s
Lake Ray Hubbard 434.76 4355 ngr;egga San Anfonio 82 65 - 8354 ts | 83 60 s
Lake Ray Roberts 632.42 632.5 Nonth to é,ate 028 FmDLG gg gg - ;g gg ES gg 2(1) S
F(khIaTnd CEanjbers Lake %Z%Z 2%50 Normal month ~ 2.58 2.58  Wind/Pressure ' T;e/i(:rr o 36 63 ) 77 54 tz 75 54 Ec
dxe lawakon : 5 Year to date 691 514 Max speed 31 mph at 4 p.m. Victoria 33 61 - 79 61 ts 84 64 pe
Lake Texoma 614.28  617.0 Normalyear 738 7.23 Low barometer  29.85at7p.m. | Waco 863 - | 805 ts | 775 s
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Let Baylor, UCLA star earn their moment

Headlines out of Waco,
Bruin’s overbearing dad
shouldn’t mar drama

heering for UCLA’s
C Lonzo Ball in Memphis

or Baylor in Madison
Square Garden should not
come with a price. But it sure
feels like it does.

As for the Bears, they are the
top seed remaining in the East
Region, thanks to the disap-
pearance of Villanova and
Duke. Yet it’s still going to be
quite an upset if Baylor works
its way to the Final Four after

=

TIM COWLISHAW

wtcowlishaw@dallasnews.com

staginga disappearanceinthe
second halfofthe season.
AfterreachingtheNo.1
rankingforthefirsttimein
school history, the Bears went
10-7.It seemed abad reactionto
the pressure, aslightly different
form of what Scott Drew’s teams

See BAYLOR Page 7C

Section C

Journey difficult for
Baylor’s Alexis Jones

She has excelled after sur-
viving a car accident that
paralyzed her father. 1A

NCAA Women’s
Oklahoma City Region:
1. Baylor vs. 4. Louisville,
8 p.m. today (ESPN2)

New trial: Ex-Baylor player
Sam Ukwuachu has his
conviction overturned. 1B

New arrest: An ex-Baylor
player is arrested in a 2013
sexual assault case. 5B

Friday, March 24, 2017

No. 1 Gonzaga continues march

A go-ahead
3-pointer
from Jordan
Mathews
(right) helped
top-seeded
Gonzaga
edge West
Virginia in the
Sweet 16. No.
Tl seed Xavier,
Kansas and
Oregon also
advanced. 8C

The Associated Press

SportsDayDFW.com

Baylor will rely on its D

Chuck Carlton: The Bears are

banking on their efficient defense

to keep their NCAA roll going. 6C
NCAA Men’s East Region:

3. Baylor vs. 7. South Carolina,
6:29 p.m. today (TBS)

UT ready to launch away

The Lady Longhorns will look to
find the range in a matchup of
top 3-point-shooting teams. 8C
NCAA Women’s Lexington Region:
3. Texas vs. 2. Stanford,
8 p.m. today (ESPN)

RANGERS

WBC effort gives
bullpen a boost

Evan Grant: Sam Dyson and
Alex Claudio return to
spring camp Friday after
posting 0.00 ERAs in the
World Baseball Classic. 2C
W A.J. Griffin making rota-
tion push. 3C

B U.S. savors WBC champi-
onship. 2C

STARS

Dallas falls despite
dominating play

Mike Heika: The Stars out-
shot the hottest team in the
league 46-26, but goalie
Corey Crawford bailed out
Chicago for a 3-2 shootout
victory.12C

HIGH SCHOOLS

DeSoto relay teams
to face stern test

DeSoto, the defending
state 6A track champs for
boys and girls, has retooled
with strong relay teams but
will face stiff competition
at this weekend’s Jesuit-
Sheaner Relays. 9C

ALSO INSIDE

B Debbie Fetterman’s
running column. 3C

B The U.S. men’s soccer
team needs a win tonight in
World Cup qualifying. 5C

TODAY’S ONLINE CHAT
Cowboys insider Jon Ma-
chota, 9 a.m.

SportsDayDFW.com

SCORES

NBA, 4C

atDallas.............. 97  atSanAntonio.....97
LA Clippers........... 95 Memphis............. 90

at Brooklyn ........ 126 atPortland......... 110
Phoenix New York............. 95
Toronto.. .10
at Miami ... 84

NHL, 11C
at Chicago ............. atFlorida ..............
Dallas............ Arizona ..o
Tampa Bay ............ at St. Louis. R
at Boston.... Vancouver .............
at Toronto... at Nashville
New Jersey............ Calgary

at Washington....... 2 Philadelphia........... 3

Columbus....... at Minnesota.......... 1
Carolina........co..... Edmonton ............. 7
at Montreal at Colorado............ 4
at Ottawa.............. 2 Winnipeg.....cccouu....

Pittsburgh......1(S0)  atLosAngeles.........

For late scores, log on to SportsDayDFW.com

INSIDE
Baseball .......... 23 NBA....oooooee.. 4-5

(lassified........... 0 NFL..... )
Colleges............ 6-8  Running.............. 3
High schools ...9,12  Scoreboard......... 9
Hockey ....... 2,1-12  Soccr.............. 59
GOlf e 8 Tennis............. 2,9

MAVERICKS 97, CLIPPERS 95

Tom Fox/Staff Photographer

The Mavericks’ Nerlens Noel and Clippers forward Blake Griffin (right) battle for a rebound at AAC. Noel, one of
the Mavs’ prized building blocks, made his second start with Dallas and had eight points and 12 rebounds.

No time to lose

Mavs must deal with a rare sub-.500 season, keep on building

he last time the Maver-
I icks had a losing sea-
son was in1999-2000,

when they went 40-4.2.

But Mark Cuban doesn’t
count that, because he didn’t
officially buy the team until
more than a third of that sea-
son had elapsed.

“We were 31-19 [after] I
owned it,” he said.

This year is different. The
Mavericks are headed to a
losing season, Thursday’s 97-
95 win over the Los Angeles
Clippers  notwithstanding.

Two more defeats will clinch
it. And this is a feeling Cuban
and everybody else in the or-
ganization would rather not
have.

MAVERICKS INSIDER

EDDIE SEFKO

esefko@dallasnews.com

“Tt doesn’t make me hap-

py, Cuban said. “It’s my first

Mavs turn back Clippers
as playoff drive alive, 4C

losing season since grade
school. It is what it is. There’s
not a whole lot I can do. I
guess I could go to Russia and
ask them to hack the NBA
[season] and put out some

See LOSING Page 5C

Race for eighth

out of timetomakea
playoff push. WithTl
gamesremaining, they

spotinthe Western

The Mavericks are running

trail the Denver Nuggets
by three games. Here’s a
look at the contenders for
the eighth and final playoff

COWBOYS INSIDER

DAVID MOORE

dmoore@dallasnews.com

Romos
now odd
man out

Distance between QB,
coach widened well
before the offseason

ason Garrett was at Amer-
J ican Airlines Center this
week as the Mavericks lost
to the Golden State Warriors.
Tony Romo wasn’t sitting
next to him.
The relationship between
the two has become a source of
fascination for Cowboys fans.

NFL clarifies rule that hurt
Dallas in playoffs. 4C

With Romo’s fate in limbo, it’s
become evident he and Garrett
haven't been sighted in public
the way they have in previous
offseasons.

Surprising? Not really. The
split, delayed as the Cowboys
seek a trade partner, remains
inevitable. Human nature dic-
tates that Romo and Garrett
put some emotional distance
between themselves before the
quarterback is out the door.

But the distance between
Romo and the Cowboys head
coach began to grow well be-
fore the offseason was under-
way.

Romo and Garrett share a
bond few can claim. Both have
played quarterback in the NFL.
Both possess an analytical eye
for the position, a love of com-
petition and an appreciation
for sports that extends beyond
football.

But it’s a relationship born
of their employment by the
Cowboys. It’s a friendship that’s

fake news.” Conference: become frayed by circum-
Jokes won't help, either. Team W-L GB stance the way it would in any
The Mavericks still have 11 g‘ E;nt\llaer: d z;g; _1 workplace where one party re-
more games left, and the 10. Dallas 3140 3 ports to the other.
11.New Orleans 30-41 4

See ROMO Ppage 5C
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